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The Lions’ Roar 

Lothian Elementary School’s Mission and Vision 

Mission Statement 

At Lothian Elementary School, we are committed to creating a safe, respectful, and 
nurturing environment through strong relationships and open communication. All    
students will be engaged in learning to become  responsible citizens, creative      
thinkers, and life-long  learners. 

Vision Statement 

At Lothian Elementary School we envision a learning community in which stakeholders 
work collaboratively to nurture and develop the whole child and prepare them for  
their future in a global society. 

Important Dates  
• January 10-Listening & 

Learning Tour at SHS 
6-8 pm 

• January 11– PTA meet-
ing 6:30 (virtual) 

• January 16-School 
Closed-Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Birthday 

• January 23-24-2-Hour 
Early Dismissal (End 
of second marking pe-
riod); No pm ECI 

• January 25-School 
closed for students 

 

 

Spirit Days 

• January 13 - Hat Day! 

• January 26—Mo Gaba 
Day (Purple spirit day) 

 

 

 

 

 

Now that the weather is cold, please make sure your  students are 
coming to school dressed appropriately.  Different areas of our 
building can be      different temperatures.  Also, we continue with 
outdoor recess if the ground is dry and the temperatures, with wind 
chill, are at or above 32   degrees.   

Please make sure your children have coats, hats and gloves as appro-
priate and that they dress in layers.   

WINTER WEATHER WEAR 

Happy New Year to all of our students and their families!  I do hope that the winter 
break allowed for some time to relax and rejuvenate.  We are all ready for finishing 
out the second marking period strong, and getting ready for marking period #3!  On 
the first day back, I noticed that our students were jumping right back into learning, 
applying knowledge to new tasks.  I was so excited, and proud of the learners and 
teachers at Lothian! 

January is a busy time for us in school.  Our students in grades 3-5 will participate in 
district assessments in literacy and science, our English Learners will be assessed on 
their growth in English Language Proficiency, and our kindergarten students will be as-
sessed on their reading levels.  The information from these assessments will allow us to 
move forward with instruction geared to meet student needs.   

As we head into the second half of the year, if you have not joined PTA yet, please 
consider doing so.  The support we get from PTA for our students is unmatched.  Many 
thanks to the PTA and volunteers for hosting breakfast during November conferences 
and coming up in January.  This year, we have also benefitted from other events such 
as in-person Book Fairs (and free books for every child-YAY!), and the Santa Shop be-
fore the winter break. Here is the link to the PTA website: https://sites.google.com/
view/lothianelementarypta.  

Just a few reminders: please continue to send reusable water bottles in with your chil-
dren.  We are still discouraging students from drinking directly from the water foun-
tains.  As per the information we sent before winter break, please also make sure that 
your students’ Chromebooks(CB) are charged each evening.  Our students in grades 3-5 
should be bringing the CB to school daily.  Students in PK-2 may need to use the CB for 
follow-up, iReady practice, or if we were to have a weather event that required virtual 
learning.  If your child’s CB is not working, please contact us as soon as possible.  

I am looking forward to a great end to our marking period.  Thank you for all you do to 
partner in your child’s education.  

https://sites.google.com/view/lothianelementarypta
https://sites.google.com/view/lothianelementarypta
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SCHOOL COUNSELOR 
KIMBERLY PLETCHER 

Happy 2023!  I hope all of you have a happy, healthy new year.  Please do not hesitate to reach 
out to me if I can be of any assistance to you or your children. I am always happy to help. I can 
be reached at 410-867-3900 or by e-mail at kpletcher@aacps.org . 
Lothian School Counseling Website 
Just a reminder......Parent Resources including food/mental health resources can be found on 
my google site: https://sites.google.com/aacps.org/lothiancounseling/home (Please sign into 
Google to access it). 
Say hello to Xello! 
Xello is an engaging online program that helps students build the skills, knowledge, and plans to 
be future ready.  The program uses an investigative, discovery-based learning process.  Stu-
dents better understand themselves, their future career options, and the 21st century skills 
they’ll need to succeed. 
With Xello, your child will build self-knowledge by defining their interests, skills, preferences, 
and aspirations so they can explore the opportunities right for them. You student will examine 
options and learn about career possibilities and educational pathways.  In the intermediate 
grades, your child will create dynamic actionable plans that outline the steps needed to achieve 
school, career, and life goals.   
Students in kindergarten through fifth grades will be introduced to Xello during their guidance 
lessons in January and will be able to engage in interactive lessons that help them in developing 
age-appropriate skills and knowledge for success in school and beyond.  Once students are in-
troduced to the online program, please feel free to explore Xello with your child by logging in 
together and allowing them to show you what they learned. The Xello app can be found on your 
student’s class link page. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or you can 
visit www.xello.world to learn more about the program and the student experience. 
I am excited to introduce your students to this new program and making every student future 
ready! 
 
 
 
 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

The Faculty and Staff would like to thank all of our           
wonderful Lothian families for all of the generous gifts and 
goodies dropped off during the holidays.  We appreciate each 
and every one of them!! 

Want to know what's going on with Title I as a District? Click HERE to view the 

Parent Newsletter: SOARing through the Year.  

THANK YOU 

mailto:kpletcher@aacps.org
https://sites.google.com/aacps.org/lothiancounseling/home%20
http://www.xello.world
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smore.com%2Fhjfsp-soaring-through-the-school-year&data=05%7C01%7Clrinehart%40AACPS.org%7Cfdfefbd0987049d47ea708dae34dec7d%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C638072221058492469%7CU
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smore.com%2Fhjfsp-soaring-through-the-school-year&data=05%7C01%7Clrinehart%40AACPS.org%7Cfdfefbd0987049d47ea708dae34dec7d%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C638072221058492469%7CU
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smore.com%2Fhjfsp-soaring-through-the-school-year&data=05%7C01%7Clrinehart%40AACPS.org%7Cfdfefbd0987049d47ea708dae34dec7d%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C638072221058492469%7CU
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Title I School-Parent-Student Compacts 
Have you seen a copy of our School-Parent-Student Compact come home this year? Please make 
sure to read, sign, and return it to your student’s teacher as soon as it comes home. Thank you! 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1XS9DPzoNFRFwiIPbe6APpRvULJQ_q1dRwixS2KgELGI%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C01%7Clrinehart%40AACPS.org%7C4ada65ab8f844f14121508dae37fee16%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a
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