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Upcoming Important Dates 

•February 1: Schools Closed for 

Students 

•February 2: Third Marking Period 

Begins 

•February 9: Report Cards 

•February 10: Unity Day 

wear orange 

•February 15: Presidents Day -All 

Schools Closed 

 

 

Mayo Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system.  It covers selected interior and exterior public portions of the building and grounds.  It is 

NOT monitored constantly, but it is monitored during emergency situations.  During certain events, when the safety or security of students may be in ques-

tion, authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units may be given  access to view images projected on the camera system.  If 

you have any questions about the system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-222-5083. 

Families, 
 
 I will be staying on as acting principal 
for the remainder of the school year. As I told 
the staff, it was not a hard decision. I have 
truly enjoyed my work here for the past two 
months. Together, we have accomplished a 
great deal and I would like to see it through. 
 
 The next few weeks will be a bit of a 
challenge as we prepare for the hybrid 
learning within the school building. I have 
information that I will be sharing in this 
newsletter as well as subsequent Connect Ed 
messages, emails and phone calls. We will 
keep you updated when we have important 
information to share. Thanks for your 
patience. 
 
 Finally, I would like to encourage you 
all to visit the PTO website. Our PE teacher, 
Karla McMahon, shared great information 
and resources regarding Health and Wellness, 
which can be located on this site. Enjoy and 
stay healthy.  
 
Donna Usewick 
Acting Principal 
dsusewick@aacps.org  

Reminders from the office: 

Attendance:  Please fill out attendance notes using 

our google form.   

https://forms.gle/R1GSurFiCGi9mEwH9 

If you send an email to your student’s teacher please 

make sure to copy Mrs. Hardesty 

(dmhardesty@aacps.org) and Ms. Paris 

(sparis@aacps.org).   

The Mallard Flyer                     
Mrs. Donna Usewick, Acting Principal 

 

    January 2021 

mailto:dsusewick@aacps.org
https://forms.gle/R1GSurFiCGi9mEwH9
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Cameras On: 

Please ensure that your children's camera 

is on at all times, otherwise his or her 

teacher doesn't know if he or she is 

engaged in the lesson. Thanks for your 

cooperation. The following is the 

expectations from AACPS:  

“It is an AACPS expectation that all 

students are expected to have their cameras on during all green learning blocks; Please consistently support 

this daily expectation.” 

Hybrid/Virtual Learning: 

If your child is coming back to school for Hybrid learning is very important for every student to bring their 

headphones every day to school in addition to all other supplies as listed below.  

Elementary students must bring: 

fully-charged Chromebooks 

headphones provided in your backpack (or your own from home)  

backpack of learning materials 

small yoga mat, towel, or rug only to be used in their personal space  

teacher-requested materials 

 

Elementary students should consider bringing (not mandatory):  

three personal reading books to be used in student’s personal space 

one small personal item, e.g., small toy, puzzle only to be used in personal space during midday 
break (Item cannot make any sounds, cannot be an electronic toy with a screen, and must fit fully in 
student’s backpack.) 

extra face covering or mask (labeled with student’s first initial and last name) 

pocket-sized bottle of personal hand sanitizer  

 

*Up to date information on Hybrid learning can be found here:  https://www.aacps.org/Page/9199 

Schedule Changes 

• We have new schedules that will be coming home on Friday. These will begin on February 2nd and 

continue through the remainder of the school year. The schedule may vary from what you received from   

AACPS. Each grade level was allowed to make small changes. Please read through this schedule so that 

you  are familiar with the changes.  

• One time slot that has changed is the Friends and Fun section. Flourish has been added as an extra time 

for students support. This time is still optional but if your child is invited into a Flourish group I 

encourage their participation. Learning Engage is only for students in hybrid, this is a time for students 

to be engaged in literature.  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aacps.org%2FPage%2F9199&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7C77278972bb5f4636a2c008d8c2ea6540%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C637473659257211518%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoi
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Valentine’s Day  

will be celebrated on  

Friday, February 12 

 

Students will participate in Valentine’s Day themed activities for the morning.  Students will 
participate in a Virtual Valentine’s Day Party in the afternoon, determined by each grade 

level (similar to Halloween).  Teachers will give you more detailed information soon. 

 Berkeley T.  

Hadley G.  

R.J. W. 

Cameron M. 

Cassadee E. 

Connor R. 

Palmer P.  

Delilah M. 

McKenzie P. 

Kaveh M.  

Mariana L.P. 

Grayson W. 

Sophie S. 

Tristan L. 

Charley W.  

Marcus M. 

Liam D. 

Kaydence L.  

Claudia F. 

Keenan O. 

Lucy M.  

Waylon S. 

Olivia M.  

Brodie P. 

Quentin G. 

Claire S. 

Beau G. 

Zoey B.  

Mason L.  

Sophie G. 

Madison B. 

Marick N. 

Damian Z. 

Emma D. 

Sienna B. 

Haiden G. 

January 2021VIM (Very Important Mallard) 

Recipients that demonstrate Respect  

Yearbook Information 

 

Please visit this website for all of your Yearbook Information 

https://sites.google.com/aacps.org/mayoesyearbook/home 

 

Portraits will be set up for the spring, pending any covid 
restrictions. In the meantime, any pictures you would 
like to share of your child can be uploaded to Google 

Forms on the pages in the above website. You can also 
purchase your yearbook through the link provided! 

https://sites.google.com/aacps.org/mayoesyearbook/home
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This month, our schoolwide theme is emotion management. In our morning announcements 
we’ll be prompting students to notice their own feelings by paying attention to clues in 

their bodies, and we’ll be reminding them to use their Second Step skills to calm down: 

·        Stop—Use your signal 

·        Name your feeling 

·        Calm down: Breathe, count, use positive self-talk 

These skills help students calm down strong emotions when faced with learning 
and social challenges, which helps them succeed academically and get along 

well with others. 

Second Step lessons specifically teach about calming down strong emotions such as anger, 

disappointment, frustration, and anxiety. You’ll be receiving Home Links that describe why 
managing strong emotions is important and include fun activities to do with your child to 
help him or her identify strong feelings and calm down. We hope the Home Links will give 

you tools to use together when your child is upset.  

A note from Mrs. Boone, School Counselor  

https://sites.google.com/aacps.org/southriveresclustercounseling/home 

Mrs. Boone can be reached at (301) 684-8738 E-learning Number  

during school hours 8am-4pm Monday through Friday. 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 

CRISIS WARMLINE: 410-768-5522 

CRISIS TEXT LINE: 741-741 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Faacps.org%2Fsouthriveresclustercounseling%2Fhome&data=01%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7Cfedddb4b674f4f8bcbea08d8647c724b%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=6NNi4AVo6%2
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African American History Month is a holiday that is celebrated every February in the U.S. 
It’s an important month for remembering important people, events, and achievements in 
the African American culture.   

 

There are several ways parents can discuss African American History Month and the 
heritage and culture of African Americans. Some suggestions include sharing the poem 
“I, Too, Sing America” written by Langston Hughes; view the Migration Series by artist 
Jacob Lawrence – which shows the migration of slaves from the south to the north; read 
the poem “A Pledge to Rescue Our Youth” by Maya Angelou; visit the Kennedy Center 
to learn about blues music; talk about hip-hop music and the effect it has had on not 
only the United States but also the world; talk about the landmark decision of Brown v. 
Board of Education; and talk to our students about the history and significance of the 
Civil Rights Movement. 

 

You can also celebrate Black History Month by participating with the National African 
American Read-In in sponsored by the Black Caucus of the National Council of Teachers 
(NCTE) and endorsed by the International Literacy Association. The Goal is to document 
readers making the celebration of African American Literacy a traditional part of Black 
History Month activities.  https://ncte.org/get-involved/african-american-read-in-toolkit/ 

 

 

 

Books Suggestions with black characters as the protagonist:  

 

https://www.weareteachers.com/books-with-black-
protagonists/ 

 
https://www.weareteachers.com/black-history-books-for-kids/ 

 

African American Read In Toolkit - NCTE 

History of the National African American Read-In . At its No-
vember 1989 meeting, the Black Caucus of the National 
Council of Teachers of English accepted the Issues Commit-
tee’s recommendation that the Black Caucus sponsor a na-
tionwide read-in on the first Sunday of February. 

ncte.org 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncte.org%2Fget-involved%2Fafrican-american-read-in-toolkit%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7Cf177eac85c1d4085a2e508d8be3f39f0%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C63746852604592745
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.weareteachers.com%2Fbooks-with-black-protagonists%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7Cf177eac85c1d4085a2e508d8be3f39f0%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C637468526045947439%7CU
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.weareteachers.com%2Fbooks-with-black-protagonists%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7Cf177eac85c1d4085a2e508d8be3f39f0%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C637468526045947439%7CU
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.weareteachers.com%2Fblack-history-books-for-kids%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7Cf177eac85c1d4085a2e508d8be3f39f0%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C637468526045947439%7CUn
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncte.org%2Fget-involved%2Fafrican-american-read-in-toolkit%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7Cf177eac85c1d4085a2e508d8be3f39f0%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C637468526045
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncte.org%2Fget-involved%2Fafrican-american-read-in-toolkit%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7Cf177eac85c1d4085a2e508d8be3f39f0%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C63746852604593744
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As a reminder, in the virtual learning environment, families are forbidden to record 

or take pictures during live lessons. Please remember that virtual classrooms are no 

different than building classrooms where student privacy should be respected and 

upheld. AACPS has guidance for teachers on the proper recording of lessons should 

you need information (www.aacps.org/googlemeet); however, such recordings are 

not meant for personal nor public consumption beyond the classroom. Your 

cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated for the safety and integrity of our 

school community. 

 



7 

  Just a reminder the Lending Library is 
here at Mayo Elementary 

 
Students and Community Members can borrow, keep, 

and/or donate books to our Lending Library. 

Come by & take a look, grab a 

book, or drop a book. 



8 

Box Tops 
No more clipping. No more sending Box Tops to school. 
All you need is your phone!  
 
Download the ALL-NEW Box Tops app, shop as you 
normally would, then simply scan your store receipts to 
find participating products. The app will automatically 
credit your school's Box Tops earnings online. 
 
Let your extended family know! They can select Mayo 
Elementary on the app and help us grow our funding 
too!  
 
*Squeamish about sharing your purchase info with 
General Mills? You could consider checking out the box 
top items separately. 
 
Online Shopping? 
 No problem! Forward your digital receipt 
to receipts@boxtops4education.com using the same 
email you used for your Box Tops account. Box Tops 
credits will be applied within 2 weeks! 

 
 

 

PTO Directory 

Everyone who joined the PTO has been entered into a 
directory based on their preferences. The directory is 
available to view on our website. You will need to login 
to view it. Look under the documents tab. If you see any 
edits that need to be made, simply email 
mayoPTOprez@gmail.com and the edits will be made 
ASAP.   

Upcoming events 
Mark your calendar! 

February 1 – No School 
February 9 – Chipotle – MES Spirit night  

February 16 – 7pm PTO meeting on Zoom 
March 16 – 7pm PTO meeting on Zoom 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MES Spirit night at Chipotle – FEB. 9th! 
Take a night off from cooking and show your MES 
spirit by ordering dinner from Chipotle. Feel free 
to invite family and neighbors to do the same! Use 
promo code: BBGKFKF when ordering online, or 
you can tell the cashier you are supporting MES 
at checkout! THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
OUR SCHOOL! 
 

 
 
 

Shop and Support MES 
Did you know our school has an AmazonSmile 
account? Just click this link to shop on Amazon 
and our school will get a percentage! Thank you! 
 https://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-1948514 

 

 

 

PTO Meetings on Zoom! 

Look for a Zoom link to our next PTO meeting 
(2/16 at 7pm) on our Facebook Page and website. 
The PTO meets on the third Tuesday of every 
month. February’s meeting will begin with our 
guest speakers Mrs. Denny and Mrs. Brewer as 
they show us how we can make music and art as 
a family!  

 
 
 
 
 

Mayo Spirit Wear 
Did you know that we have a Spirit Wear 

shop?  Snow Pro Tees offers a variety of Mayo 
Mallard clothing at a reasonable price! They also 
send a portion of all sales back to the PTO! Shop 
local and support your PTO. SnoPro is located on 
Ponder Drive. They now offer free pickup to avoid 
paying shipping (just wait for an email 
confirmation before you pick up). So, click the link 
and check out the different spirit wear options 
today! 

mailto:receipts@boxtops4education.com
https://www.myvlink.org/MayoPTO/products.php?CatID=1272
mailto:mayoPTOprez@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-1948514
https://www.snowprotees.com/mayo-mallards-gear
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Anne Arundel County Public Schools are looking to hire Midday 
Monitors to help Elementary Schools when returning to Hybrid 

Learning. See below for more information.  
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