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Mayo Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system.  It covers selected interior and exterior public portions of the building and grounds.  It is 

NOT monitored constantly, but it is monitored during emergency situations.  During certain events, when the safety or security of students may be in ques-

tion, authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units may be given  access to view images projected on the camera system.  If 

you have any questions about the system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-222-5083. 

 

 

Upcoming Important Dates 

• January 4: School Resumes Online 

• January 18: Martin Luther King, Jr. - School 
closed 

• January 28 & 29: End of Second Marking 
Period. Two-hour early dismissal for all students 

• February 1: Schools Closed for Students 

• February 2: Third Marking Period Begins 

• February 9: Report Cards 

 

Now that we have started 2021, take some time to 

reflect and set goals! 

Everyone should make a New Year’s resolution, 

what’s yours? 

We appreciate all our families’ support! We make a 

great team. 

You should think of at least 1 gratitude per day! We 

have so much to be thankful for! 

Each one of our families are appreciated and valued! 

Ask your child what they are learning in school each 

day! 

Read nightly with your children 

 

 

Dear Mayo Families, 

         

I cannot tell you how much I have enjoyed working 

at this wonderful school community. It felt like 

home from the very first day. My only wish is that I 

could meet the students in person, but I try to go 

into the Google Classrooms often. 

 

I hope that all of you had a restful break, one where 

you did not have to juggle a bunch of schedules. 

 

As you know, I will be here through in January. I do 

want to remind you to have your student(s) work on 

iReady in Math and Reading. The article in this 

newsletter and a ConnectEd message that came out 

with directions, will help you track how many 

minutes your child has left each week. 

 

It has been a pleasure to meet some of you and I 

hope to interact with more of you this month. 

 

Donna Usewick 

Actin Principal 

The Mallard Flyer                    
Mrs. Donna Usewick, Acting Principal 

 

    January 2021 
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Celebrate Diversity in January 

Our school welcomes and encourages you to celebrate all the diversity Mayo Elementary has to 
offer.  Each month we will be highlighting how everyone is special through our similarities and 
differences. This will be showcased in WMAYO Morning Meetings and in the virtual 
classroom. 

 

The theme for January will be "What is YOUR story?!"   

We encourage family discussions around these questions. What makes your family special? 
What heritage and history does your family possess? 

 

Here are some book suggestions and an article that you may choose to read with your own 
family. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Just-Ask-Different-Brave-You/dp/0525514120/ref=sr_1_1?
dchild=1&keywords=kids+book+on+diversity&qid=1609790466&sr=8-1 

 

 

https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/childrens-books-about-race-and-diversity 

 

Your Kids Aren’t Too Young to Talk About Race: Resource Roundup 

Just Ask!: Be Different, Be Brave, Be You: Sotomayor, 
Sonia, López, Rafael: 9780525514121: Amazon.com: 
Books 

Just Ask!: Be Different, Be Brave, Be You [Sotomayor, Sonia, López, Rafael] on 
Amazon.com. *FREE* shipping on qualifying offers. Just Ask!: Be Different, Be 
Brave, Be You 

 

13 Children’s Books 
With Strong Black… | 
PBS KIDS for Parents 

To encourage conversations 
about race and diversity with 
your children, check out this list 
of children's books to read to-
gether as a family. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FJust-Ask-Different-Brave-You%2Fdp%2F0525514120%2Fref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fdchild%3D1%26keywords%3Dkids%2Bbook%2Bon%2Bdiversity%26qid%3D1609790466%26sr%3D8-1&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FJust-Ask-Different-Brave-You%2Fdp%2F0525514120%2Fref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fdchild%3D1%26keywords%3Dkids%2Bbook%2Bon%2Bdiversity%26qid%3D1609790466%26sr%3D8-1&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fparents%2Fthrive%2Fchildrens-books-about-race-and-diversity&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7C503d1e2b768d40c0917508d8b0eef844%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C63745
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.prettygooddesign.org%2Fblog%2FBlog%2520Post%2520Title%2520One-5new4%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1k4ETVC-6es6S2FWWhDy5cQOclR2PJkPeJ6uaG4Ara_mhiL56LQcGah84&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7C503d1e2b768d
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FJust-Ask-Different-Brave-You%2Fdp%2F0525514120%2Fref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fdchild%3D1%26keywords%3Dkids%2Bbook%2Bon%2Bdiversity%26qid%3D1609790466%26sr%3D8-1&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FJust-Ask-Different-Brave-You%2Fdp%2F0525514120%2Fref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fdchild%3D1%26keywords%3Dkids%2Bbook%2Bon%2Bdiversity%26qid%3D1609790466%26sr%3D8-1&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FJust-Ask-Different-Brave-You%2Fdp%2F0525514120%2Fref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fdchild%3D1%26keywords%3Dkids%2Bbook%2Bon%2Bdiversity%26qid%3D1609790466%26sr%3D8-1&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fparents%2Fthrive%2Fchildrens-books-about-race-and-diversity&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7C503d1e2b768d40c0917508d8b0eef844%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fparents%2Fthrive%2Fchildrens-books-about-race-and-diversity&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7C503d1e2b768d40c0917508d8b0eef844%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C63745
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fparents%2Fthrive%2Fchildrens-books-about-race-and-diversity&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7C503d1e2b768d40c0917508d8b0eef844%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C63745
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fparents%2Fthrive%2Fchildrens-books-about-race-and-diversity&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7C503d1e2b768d40c0917508d8b0eef844%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C63745
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   What is iReady?  

Reading and Math i-Ready is an online program for reading and math that will help 

determine your student’s needs, personalize learning, and monitor progress throughout 

the school year. i-Ready allows teachers to meet students exactly where they are and provides data to increase 

your student’s learning gains. i-Ready consists of two parts: Diagnostic and Personalized Instruction.  Please 

encourage your student to participate in i-Ready daily. 

iReady Incentive at Mayo  

 We are excited to have iReady available for the students to work on differentiated instruction 

based on their needs!  In order to help motivate students to continue on their “path” in this app, we are 

starting an incentive program.  Starting in January, teachers will track students' time on iReady.  We are 

hoping each child gets the recommended amount of time each week in both reading and math.  Grades 3-

5 are recommended to get 45 minutes in both subjects, while Kindergarten-2nd grades are 30 minutes per 

subject. The students with the most time from each class will be recognized on WMAYO from the 

previous week.  We look forward to seeing our hard-working Mallards on the announcements! 

*For any questions feel free to email your child’s teacher or Mrs. Behringer.  

In Second Step, we continue to build on empathy, respecting other’s feelings, 
and showing compassion. You can continue to use the Home Links for supporting 
activities with your child.  

 

 

 

Mrs. Boone  

(301) 684-8738 E-learning Number during school hours  

8am-4pm Monday through Friday. 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 

CRISIS WARMLINE: 410-768-5522 

CRISIS TEXT LINE: 741-741 

AACPS Student Safety Hotline: 1-877-676-9854 
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Very Important Mallard 
We are very excited to announce that our “Very 

Important Mallard” (VIM) program will be continuing 

this year virtually! If your child is selected, you will 

receive an email on the 2nd to last Friday of that 

month from your child’s teacher. We will be focusing 

on values that are in our Mayo Pledge. When you 

receive this email, your teacher will also be attaching 

this premade google slide where you will insert a 

picture of your child with a special artifact that they 

want to share. 
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Upcoming events 
Mark your calendar! 

January 4 – Schools reopen  
January 19 – PTO meeting, 7pm, Zoom 

 
Join PTO! 

Even though our PTO membership drive has ended, 
you can still join the PTO using this Google Form 
and by making a PayPal donation at our website. 
Memberships are good for one year and the 
minimum donation is only $10/family. Also please 
check with your employer to see if they make 
charitable donations or make matching 
contributions.  
 

Shop and Support MES 
Did you know our school has an 
AmazonSmile account? Just click this 
link to shop on Amazon and our 

school will get a percentage! Thank you! 
 https://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-1948514 
 

PTO Meetings on Zoom! 

Look for a Zoom link to our next PTO 
meeting (1/19 at 7pm) on our Facebook 
Page and Website. The PTO meets on the 

third Tuesday of every month. January’s meeting 
will begin with updates and end with fitness ideas 
for the family with our guest speaker, Mrs. 
McMahon!  

Playground Update 
The playground is complete! Feel free to go check 
it out. It is open for play after school and on 
weekends. All are welcome! Remember to take 
your normal COVID precautions. Bring a mask and 
use hand sanitizer. More information about a ribbon 
cutting ceremony will be shared once we have 
clearance to gather and play on a larger scale! 

Mayo Spirit Wear 
Did you know that we have a Spirit 
Wear shop?  Snow Pro Tees offers a 
variety of Mayo Mallard clothing at a 
reasonable price! They also send a 
portion of all sales back to the PTO! 
Shop local and support your PTO. 

SnoPro is located on Ponder Drive. They now offer 
free pickup to avoid paying shipping (just wait for 
an email confirmation before you pick up). So, click 
the link and check out the different spirit wear 
options today! 
 
 

Box Tops 
No more clipping. No more sending 
Box Tops to school. All you need is 
your phone!  
 
Download the ALL-NEW Box Tops 

app, shop as you normally would, then simply scan 
your store receipts to find participating products. 
The app will automatically credit your school's Box 
Tops earnings online. *Squeamish about sharing 
your purchase info with General Mills? You could 
consider checking out the box top items separately. 
 
Let your extended family know! They can select 
Mayo Elementary on the app and help us grow our 
funding too!  
 

PTO Directory 

Everyone who joined the PTO has been entered into 
a directory based on their preferences. The directory 
is available to view on our website. You will need 
to login to view it. Look under the documents tab. If 
you see any edits that need to be made, simply 
email mayoPTOprez@gmail.com and the edits will 
be made ASAP.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3v28JvlAycJ7CjpmRI2xBLw6Z6DMK9DHjUsMltiBBQLGCog/viewform
https://www.myvlink.org/MayoPTO/products.php?CatID=1272
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-1948514
https://www.snowprotees.com/mayo-mallards-gear
https://www.myvlink.org/MayoPTO/products.php?CatID=1272
mailto:mayoPTOprez@gmail.com
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2 Hour Early 

Dismissal 

2 Hour Early 

Dismissal 

No School 
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