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Welcome, and welcome back! I 
am thrilled to begin my 5

th
 year 

serving the families of the Arun-
del feeder community. During 
this time, we have experienced a 
lot of growth, both academically 
and in numbers. When I first ar-
rived at Arundel Middle, there 
were 980 students walking our 
halls. This year we begin the 
year with nearly 1,100! Before I 
say more about our growth, I 
want to share my sincere excite-
ment for another new year. My 
faculty, staff and I are very happy 
and excited to welcome your chil-
dren back to school.  

Arundel Middle continues to re-
ceive accolades and recognitions 
for the accomplishment of our 
children. Our Orchestra and 
Band each achieved the highest 
ratings possible during the state 
music competitions last year. As 
a result, our Honors Orchestra 
has been invited to perform at 
the Maryland Music Educators 
Association Conference this Oc-
tober. Last year, Arundel Middle 
packed the high school auditori-
um for three consecutive nights 
as our students demonstrated 
their talent on stage for our 
Dance recitals. Arundel Middle 
will be the first middle school in 
the county to have 3 dance studi-
os this year. I am very happy to 
announce the return of the Arun-
del Middle School Theater pro-
gram. Our teacher/sponsors are 
feverishly planning a spring pro-
duction as I write this article.  

Academically, Arundel Middle 
Students posted the 2

nd
 highest 

growth in the county for this 
year’s English/Language Arts 
PARCC assessment results. 
While our overall math perfor-
mance was stable last year, we 
continue to narrow the perfor-
mance gaps among all our stu-
dent groups. We are dedicated to 
achieving the AACPS motto of 
Elevating all students and 
eliminating all gaps. And at Ar-
undel Middle: All means all. 

In addition to academics and the 
performing arts, our staff is dili-
gently working to build a sense of 
community among our students 
and staff. Discipline rates did not 
rise last year, even though we 
experienced the largest increase 
in enrollment in many years. We 
continue to grow community 
building programs such as PBIS, 
Advisory, AVID, Restorative 
Practices and more! Arundel Mid-
dle is leading the way to create a 
warm, welcoming, safe and nur-
turing environment in which our 
children and adults can thrive 
and grow.  

As mentioned above, another ar-
ea of growth is our enrollment. 
As new neighborhoods spring up 
and older ones grow, Arundel 
Middle School is projected to en-
roll 100 additional students each 
year over the next 2 to 3 years. If 
you have driven past our facility, 
you have seen a flurry of activity 
including road construction and 
roof repair. Our enrollment cur-

UPCOMING DATES 

SEPTEMBER 

9 
AMS PTA Meeting/6:30pm/
Media Center 

18 
6th Grade Back to School 
Night/6pm/Gym 

19 
7th & 8th Grade Back to 
School Night/6pm/Gym 

19 
PBIS Spirit Day/Arun. Middle 
Pride/Wear Green and White 

24 
Activity Buses begin running 
on Tuesday & Thursday 

26 
PBIS Spirit Day/Wacky Tacky 
Dress Day! 

30 
School Closed-Rosh 
Hashanah 

OCTOBER 

7 Interims go home 

8 
2 Hr Early Dismissal/No 
Activity Buses 

9 School Closed-Yom Kippur 

15-16 
School Closed for Stu-
dents/Parent Teacher Con-
ferences 

30 
Spooky Strings Concert/
Gym/7pm 

30-31 
Nov 1 

School Picture Days/8-7-6 

From the Principal  
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rently exceeds state-rated capacity. As such, 
the Board of Education recently approved a 
plan for a 10-classroom addition, including an 
expanded cafeteria, to our building. The pro-
cess is in the beginning stages with construc-
tion anticipated to begin next summer. In the 
meantime, we are very full!  

To maintain safety and uniformity, to facilitate 
smooth transitions from one class to another, 
and to feed everyone in three 25-minute lunch 
periods, we have explicit structures to which 
all children and adults are held. Please re-
view the information contained in this newslet-
ter that discusses some of these expectations. 
Thank you for your understanding and support 
in complying with our rules and routines.  

Please take time to discuss your expectations 
with your child for this year. Set goals and es-
tablish a daily/weekly schedule devoted for 
homework, reviewing graded papers, and pre-
viewing upcoming assignments. Thank you in 
advance for your cooperation to ensure all chil-
dren are safe, accounted for, and focused on 
learning at Arundel Middle.  

Middle school is a time when your children will 
want to close you out and keep secrets. It is 
also the most critical time for your deep in-
volvement in their lives. Make it your business 
to always know what your child is doing and 
who they are with. The consequences of a poor 

decision made on the part of a preteen, may be 
too heavy to bear if not caught in time. Our 
School’s mission is to provide a rigorous learn-
ing environment that challenges students to 
meet the demands of post-secondary educa-
tion while actively participating in a global soci-
ety. Your involvement is required. 

To become involved, please consider joining 
the PTA. As such, you will become an active 
participant in the decision-making processes of 
our school. Our PTA will be present during 
Back to School Nights. This year, we will host 
two Back to School Nights the first of which will 
be for 6

th
 graders and their parents on 

Wednesday, September 18
th
. On Thursday, 

September 19
th
, we invite 7

th
 and 8

th
 graders to 

join us for our 2
nd

 Back to School Night. Both 
events will begin at 6:00 pm in the gymnasi-
um. This will be an opportunity for you to meet 
and greet your child’s teachers and experience 
a day in the life of a middle school student.  

Information on bus transportation, school sup-
plies, important dates, and much more can be 
found in this edition of our newsletter. On be-
half of the entire Arundel Middle School faculty 
and staff, I welcome you and your children 
back to school.  

George Lindley 
Principal 

School and Office Hours 
School begins at 8:15am. Doors open for students at 8:05. All students are to be in their class-
rooms by 8:15am. 

School ends at 2:55pm. Bus riders will be dismissed at 2:55pm with walkers and car riders dis-
missed 5-10 minutes later. 

The Main Office and switchboard hours are:  Monday through Thursday 7:45am to 4:15pm 

       Friday    7:45am to 3:45pm 

From the Principal (cont’d) 
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Safety Reminders! 

Each student must have a completed Emergency Card on file in the office. Parents must take the responsi-
bility to update any telephone number changes, addresses, etc. immediately.  

• You must show a government issued ID to sign a student out of the school. PLEASE bring your ID 
with you every time you come to the school. 

• The ID will be scanned into our Raptor system and the following information will be collected: your 
photo, your name, and your date of birth. This information will be utilized to check you in, create an ID 
badge, and compare your information against sexual offender databases throughout the country.  

• Only persons on the emergency card may sign a student out of the building.  

• All visitors to the building must sign in and out and wear a visitor’s badge.  

• Parents and students should review the procedure for going home in case there is an unscheduled emer-
gency.  

We thank you for your help as we try to keep your children safe!  

For safety and hygiene purposes, all food and 
drinks are to be consumed in the cafeteria ex-
clusively, unless explicit permission is granted 
by an adult (for example, lunch bunch). If a stu-
dent is not purchasing breakfast in the cafete-
ria or gym foyer, he/she must eat breakfast at 
home. No outside breakfast food/drink may 
be brought into the building to eat upon ar-
rival (for example, Dunkin' Donuts breakfast 
sandwiches or a Starbucks coffee). All outside 
food must be consumed or thrown away before 
entering the building. Students may bring a 
packed lunch to store in their locker to take to 
the cafeteria to eat during lunch.  
 
Parents may bring an outside lunch (Chik-Fil-A, 
Subway, McDonald’s, etc.) for their student to 
pick up in the main office. Parents may join 
their student for lunch in the cafeteria after 
checking in at the Main Office and receiving a 
Visitor’s badge. Please be sure you have prop-
er identification. 
 

Arundel Middle School is equipped with water 
fountains in the hallways, including a refrigerat-
ed water fountain located in the cafeteria. Our 
water fountains were tested for lead last spring 
and found to be lead free. There are no traces 
of lead in any of Arundel Middle’s water foun-
tains. 
 
Plastic disposable refrigerated bottles of water 
are sold in our cafeteria during lunches. Open 
container rules have not been enforced in past 
years. As such, water bottles are discouraged, 
but will be permitted under the following crite-
ria: the container must be crystal clear, plastic, 
resealable (preferably with a screw top), either 
disposable or reusable, and a maximum ca-
pacity of 20 ounces or less. No liquid other 
than water is permitted outside of the cafeteria. 
Soda, milk, and other flavored drinks must be 
consumed in the cafeteria. 

Outside Food, Drink, and Water Bottles 
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Anne Arundel County Public School system al-
lows students to bring cell phones to school, 
but the phones are to be turned off and out of 
sight at all times. Cell phones may be used for 
instructional purposes at the sole discretion of 
the teacher. Social media, photography and 
videography are not allowed in any circum-
stances. To make a call, students must ask 
permission of their teachers or other staff mem-
bers to use their phone. 

When entering the building, all cell phones and 
ear buds must be turned off and put away. Stu-
dents violating this and any other directions 
from staff regarding cell phones will be subject 
to the following consequences: 

First Offense: Verbal Warning from any Staff 
Member. 

Second Offense: Teacher/Administrator may 
take the phone and keep it on his/her person; 
phone will be returned at the end of the period. 

Teacher may take the phone, give it to an Ad-
ministrator and the Administrator will keep the 
phone until the end of the day. 

Teacher may take the phone, give it to an Ad-
ministrator and it will be kept in the office until a 
parent/guardian picks it up. 

Subsequent violations may result in a referral 
and additional disciplinary action. 

In the cafeteria, phones must be off and away 
unless adult permission is granted. 

Cellphones 

Joshua Butler 

Ashley Butler 

Nathan Simmons 

Mason Tyus 

Zaiden Lane 

Sasha Russey 

Sadie Riley 

Sadie Quigley 

Michael Pozdol 

Chase Riley 

Isabelle Furmage 

Kylah Anderson 

Clara Boudreau 

Asima Abdul-Mateen 

Ellie Carris 

Aaron Fox 

Andrew Fox 

Nathan Montagne 

 

And an extra Thank You to 

Mrs. Butler and Mrs. Montagne 

for helping to keep us all on 

track! 

A Special Thank You to our super student packet stuffers. We couldn’t have done it all without 

you! 

Thank You, Thank You! 
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Parents/Guardians: Your child will bring home an Emergency Card within the first weeks of school. 

It includes vital contact information regarding your child. With the Emergency form, you will receive 

the letter as shown below with important details of which to take note. Please look over the form 

carefully and update any information that is incorrect or missing. Please Sign, date, and RE-

TURN the form to school. If you need further assistance, contact the school at 410.674.6900. 

IT IS IMPERETIVE THAT YOU RETURN THIS EMERGENCY CARD. In an emergency, we must 
know how to reach you. 

Emergency Card Verification Report 

Please return to school by Thursday, Sept 13. 



 

9/6/2019   6 

ARUNDEL 
  MIDDLE SCHOOL 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

W
il

d
c

a
ts

 

1179 Hammond Lane Odenton, MD 21113   410.674.6900  (f) 410.674.6593 

Order A 2019-20 Yearbook 
Yearbooks for Arundel Middle School are available and can be ordered at Jos-
tons.com. 

If you have questions, please email Ms. Allemand at jallemand@aacps.org. 

EARLY DISMISSALS: 

Students who are going to leave early should bring 
a note from the parent to the Main Office in the 
morning, before class starts, simply stating:  

• Student’s name  

• Grade of student  

• Reason for leaving early  

• Time to be picked up  

• Name of person picking student up, if other 
than parent/guardian. 

• Parent / guardian signature  

At the Main Office, the student will be given an Ear-
ly Dismissal Pass. Student’s time of dismissal will 
be 5 minutes earlier than stated so the student has 
time to go to the locker, if necessary.  

Students are expected to show the teacher the 
pass in the class that he/she will be leaving and 
bring the pass with him/her to the office.  

If it is a last minute doctor’s appointment, 
please call the office at 410-674-6900 and let us 
know as soon as possible so that we can ar-
range for your student to meet you in the office. 
We try very hard not to call students on the PA 
system during instructional time. Please ex-
plain the procedure to your student.  

The Parent/Guardian MUST COME IN to the Main 
Office and sign the student out. A picture ID must 
be provided to the secretary.  

If the student is returning to school, they must come 
to the Main Office to be signed back into school. 
The parent/guardian does not need to come in with 
them.  

LATE ARRIVALS: 

We ask parents to make every effort to ensure that 
their student arrives at school on time. Repeated 
lateness will result in a letter home and possible re-
ferral to the schools pupil personnel worker.  

Students are let into the building at 8:05am. Those 
that arrive after 8:13am are considered late and 
must come to the Main Office for a late pass. Par-
ents may email Ms. Tammy Wonder at twon-
der@aacps.org with late student information as 
shown below. 

Students that are late should bring a note stating the 
reason. Oversleeping and missing the bus are con-
sidered unexcused lateness. All students without a 
note/parent will be coded unexcused. Note should 
include:  

• Student’s name 

• Grade of student 

• Reason for being late 

• Parent/guardian signature 

Students that are late to school will do as follows:  

• Enter school through the main entrance as all 
other doors are locked. 

• Get a Late Pass from the Main Office. 

• Provide Late Pass to the classroom teacher. 

Early Dismissals and Late Arrivals  

http://www.jostens.com
http://www.jostens.com
mailto:twonder@aacpslorg?subject=Attendance
mailto:twonder@aacpslorg?subject=Attendance
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(From the AACPS Student Handbook) 

Students are to dress in clothes that promote a safe and 

respectful learning environment. Clothes that create a 

disruptive environment or cause a health or safety hazard 

or do not align with the rules established by the respec-

tive schools are not appropriate and not acceptable at 

school. School personnel will enforce this dress code, 

including, but not limited to, requiring that the student re-

move or change the item, taking reasonable steps to noti-

fy the student’s parents of the violation, and, for repeated 

violations, initiating progressive discipline for insubordina-

tion.  

Headwear — Only for health, safety, or religious reasons 

Shoes — Must be worn at all times  

Clothing — 

• Cannot show profanity, obscenity, violence, or sym-

bols of hate 

• Cannot promote alcohol, tobacco, drugs or look-

alike drugs 

• Cannot promote gang colors, gang affiliation, gang 

initiation or gang-related signs 

• Cannot show underwear, midriff, bare chests, and 

backs 

• Cannot show bare skin between upper chest and 

mid thigh  

• Examples of inappropriate dress: 

— pajama bottoms 

— tobacco or alcohol brand t-shirts 

— tank tops 

— midriff tops that do not reach the waistband of 
shorts or pants 

Please check your student’s school clothing each day to 
ensure that they do not have bare skin visible between 
the upper chest and mid thigh and that both males and 
females have no exposed underwear. Any student who 
does not adhere to the dress code could be required to 
wear a rental gym uniform over his/her inappropriate 
clothing. 

Student Attire 

Arundel Middle School is equipped with a 
video camera system. It covers selected 
interior and exterior public portions of the 
building and grounds. It is NOT monitored 
constantly, but it is monitored during 
emergency situations. During certain 
events, when the safety or security of stu-
dents may be in question, authorized per-
sonnel from local, state, or federal police 
or fire emergency units may be given ac-
cess to view images projected on the 
camera system.  

If you have any questions about the sys-

tem, please  call Doyle Batten, Supervisor 

of School Security, at (410) 222-5083.  

Video Monitoring at ArMS 

Parents of 7
th

 grade students: 

All students who will be in the 7
th
 grade for 

the 2019-20 school year MUST have one 
Tdap and one meningococcal vaccine. 

Students not in compliance will be exclud-
ed on the first day of school. 

Please make an appointment with your 
child’s physician as soon as possible to 
receive the required vaccines. 

If your child has received the required 
vaccines, please call the Health Room to 
verify we have the required documenta-
tion. 

Immunization 
   Information 
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Students and staff are reminded that school 

buildings and school lockers belong to Anne 

Arundel County Public Schools and that no 

article, big or small, that is considered to be a 

drug or a weapon by our policy standards will 

be permitted to be brought onto school prop-

erty or into school buildings. It should be fur-

ther understood by all students and staff that 

this statement is intended to extend beyond 

the school area and shall include school bus-

es for daily transportation as well as any other 

reason or means we may transport students 

and staff. Students and staff must understand 

that any action will not be tolerated in any for-

mat or at any level and that appropriate disci-

plinary action will result. We further remind 

students and staff that principals may request, 

without announcing it, the Anne Arundel 

County Police Department to bring a drug dog 

to the school during normal school hours/ 

school sponsored or sanctioned activity.  

School bus stop information is available on 

the AACPS website. Questions related to bus 

stops/routes should be directed to the Trans-

portation Office at the Board of Education 

(410–923-7890). 

Buses will arrive at school between 7:45 and 

8:05am and will normally depart between 3:00 

and 3:05pm. Car riders and walkers are dis-

missed at approximately 3:00pm, ten minutes 

after the bus riders' dismissal.  

Cars are not allowed in the bus lane from 7:45

-8:15am and from 2:15-4:15pm or during 

Tuesday/Thursday after school activities.  

According to transportation policy, students 

must board and depart from the buses at the 

stop closest to their house.  

If your student needs to ride a different bus to 

a sitter (long term) for example, you must ob-

tain and complete an Exceptional Transporta-

tion Request and return it to the Main Office. 

For the opening of school, all students should 

have their bus numbers written down. (AM, PM, 

and activity)  

Activity buses run on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

after school beginning Tuesday, September 24. 

These buses are only for students who are eligi-

ble to ride a bus to and from school. Activity bus 

stops differ from regular bus stops. Bus riders 

who stay after school, under the supervision of a 

staff member, will receive a pass to ride the Ac-

tivity bus. Students staying after school with a 

staff member must tell parents the day before to 

avoid telephone calls and worried parents. Activ-

ity buses normally depart from the school at 

4:10pm. 

Students that need to leave an activity early 

must be picked up in the Main Office. Students 

will not be allowed outside until 4:05pm. 

REMINDER: Skateboards are NOT allowed on 

school buses.  

School Bus Information 

Be Aware... 
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All food and drink brought from home may only be 

consumed in the cafeteria. Any food or drink that is 

not eaten at lunch must be discarded before stu-

dents leave the cafeteria. Please keep this in mind 

as you pack a lunch or give money for cafeteria 

items. Online Meal Benefit Application is availa-

ble on the AACPS website here. We thank you 

for assisting us in maintaining a safe environment, 

free from distractions and conducive to learning. 

Prices for meals and milk:  

Breakfast ($1.50)     Lunch ($3.00)     Milk ($.55) 

Additional a la carte items are available with prices 

posted in the cafeteria.  

Anne Arundel County Public Schools (AACPS), Divi-
sion of Food and Nutrition Services, offers you the 
convenience of pre-paying for breakfast, lunch, and a 
la carte purchases.  

mypaymentsplus.com 

How does the Pre-Pay system work? 

• Students deposit money on account by cash and/
or check and access it with their Student Identifi-
cation #, which is also their PIN#.  

• Students bring purchases to register, enter confi-
dential PIN #, and transaction is completed.  

• If funds are not sufficient to cover purchase, cash 
and/or a deposit may be accepted.  

What are the advantages to a Pre-Pay System? 

• Money may be deposited on a weekly, monthly, 
or yearly basis. 

• Eliminates the need for students to carry money 
to school every day. 

• Provides faster service to students, allowing more 
time for dining. 

• Provides an account history for parents/
guardians. 

How do I establish a Pre-Pay account? 

 Pre-payments may be made to the student’s 
account on-line at mypaymentsplus.com or by 
cash or check payable to the name of the 
school cafeteria.  

 Include name and address of payee, student’s 
name, and PIN # on check. PIN # (Student ID #) 
can be found on reports cards and schedules.  

 Submit payment online to mypay-

mentsplus.com or to Cafeteria Manager. 
Funds are immediately available upon submis-
sion of payment. 

 Households with more than one student at the 
same school may send one check or cash if the 
amount of money to be placed into each stu-
dent’s account is designated. List the name of 
each student with the amount of money desig-
nated for each student’s account. Accounts may 
not be shared between children. 

Can I check my account balance? Yes. Contact 
the Cafeteria Manager for account information 
or sign up with mypaymentsplus.com 

What happens to the account if my student 
transfers or withdraws from the school? Up-
on request from the Parent/Guardian, the Cafe-
teria Manager will refund the balance of money 
on the account.  

What happens to money remaining on account 
at the end of the school year? Monies remain 
on account and are carried forward to the new 
school year for students who continue to be en-
rolled at the same school. Graduating students 
and students promoted to Middle School or 
High School will automatically have monies re-
funded.  

Can my student’s Pre-Pay account also be used 
for the purchase of a la carte items? Yes. 
Parents (full price, reduced price and free) may 
also limit a la carte items on account with writ-
ten requests.  

If you have questions, contact Food and Nutri-
tion Services at 410-222-5900.  

Cafeteria Information 

Prepaid Lunch Account Information 

https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
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Vision and hearing screening is provided to 

students in 8th grade and students new to 

AACPS and students referred by parents or 

staff. The screening will be held Tuesday, 

January 12, 2020. Make-ups and rescreen-

ing will be Wednesday, January 29. Parents 

may request screening through the school’s 

nurse if they are concerned for their child in 

any grade. 

Vision and Hearing Screenings 

Medications 

According to Anne Arundel County Public 

School policy, a Parent’s Request to Admin-

ister Medication form (PRAM) must be com-

pleted by a parent and a physician for any 

medication or over-the-counter products to 

be administered. All medication must be de-

livered by a parent or adult in an unopened 

container (if over the counter) or a pharmacy 

labelled box (if prescription.) Inhalers for 

asthma or Epi-Pens for severe allergic reac-

tions are the only medications that may be 

carried by students. The PRAM must be 

completed and the portion of the form 

checked by the doctor that states “the stu-

dent is able to self-administer and carry the 

inhaler or Epi-Pen.” A contract will be signed 

with the student and the school nurse and 

will be reviewed quarterly to confirm that the 

student is safely able to carry the medication.  

Physical Education Restrictions 

If your student is ill or injured and requires 

PE restrictions, please contact your student’s 

PE teacher and provide a note to the Health 

Room from the doctor stating exactly what 

the restrictions are with a specific period of 

time given.  

If your student may need an inhaler with vig-

orous exercise, please have the PRAM pa-

perwork completed by the doctor and deliver 

the needed medication to the Health Room.  

Emergency Forms 

When you are completing the Emergency 

Form that will come home the first week of 

school, it is very important to list all home, 

cell, and work numbers where you can be 

reached in case of emergency. Please in-

clude the names of 2 other adults that may 

be contacted in the event that we are unable 

to reach a parent or a guardian. 

If this information changes during the school 

year, please make sure that you inform the 

Main Office, so that this information can be 

corrected.  

Health Room Information 
   We have a new nurse this year, Ms. Reddick! 


